
1 Starting up community 
orchards and fruit gardens

Sources of further information and 
inspiration for projects in Scotland
Central Core Orchard Network - Organises events and provides 
information, including grants for school and community groups in Tayside 
www.centralcoreorchardnetwork.co.uk 

Common Ground - Publications include ‘The Community Orchard 
Handbook’. Covers examples of community orchards, many aspects of 
getting started, and managing trees, wildlife and produce. Also celebrations, 
legal structures, model constitution, draft tenancy agreement, contacts and 
resources. www.commonground.org.uk 

The Commonwealth Orchard and Children’s Orchard - publishes 
the Fruitful Scotland newsletter and runs a Fruitful Schools programme.  
Supports community orchard planting, apple day, skills training, grafting and 
community events often in areas of regeneration. Can supply fruit trees and 
apples press, and deliver training events. www.commonwealthorchard.com, 
www.fruitfulSchools.com or Tel: 0778 606 3918 

Garden for Life - Lots of information about local orchard projects in Scotland 
on their forum.www.gardenforlife.org.uk In particular, see the leaflet: www.
snh.gov.uk/docs/A407154.pdf

Garden Organic (HDRA) - Offer members online access to information 
about fruit tree care etc. Also offer a service where problems can be posted 
for identification and advice. www.gardenorganic.org.uk 

J Tweedie Fruit Trees - Have a large selection including soft fruit. Collections 
by appointment or mail order. Send A5 SAE for details to: Maryfield Road 
Nursery, Nr Terregles, Dumfriesshire, DG2 9TH  or Tel: 01387 720 880

Natural England - Good source of free information on restoring and 
managing traditional orchards. www.naturalengland.org.uk/about_us/
news/2010/171210.aspx 

Plants with Purpose - An interesting nursery in Perthshire which is 
propagating apple trees supplied by Appletreeman who gives talks and 
advice on all aspects of fruit tree management, fruit identification, Apple 
Days etc. www.plantsandapples.co.uk

Royal Horticultural Society (RHS) - Very good resources on growing fruit, 
rootstocks, recommended varieties, pruning new trees, renovating old trees 
etc. Publishes ‘Growing Fruit’ by H. Baker. www.rhs.org.uk  

School Orchard Project - A lottery funded project rolled out in Scotland at 
the end of 2010 to set up orchards in schools. www.fruitfullschools.org 

Scottish Orchards - A network bringing together community groups, 
professional growers and enthusiastic amateurs, with the aim of getting 
orchards planted across Scotland, providing skills training and getting fruit 
picked and used. Developing a Central Scotland Orchard, listing Apple Days 
across Scotland and organising Fruitful Skills events across Scotland.  
www.scottishorchards.com, Tel: 0778 606 3918 

The Tree Council - Has grants for planting trees (which can be fruit trees) 
available in the UK. www.treecouncil.org.uk/grants
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