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Growing Trends in Local Food: Meanwhile Leases Case Study

Bradford Urban Garden 

 

Who is the landowner? Westfield, a private sector development company.

 

Describe the site: 10-acre urban site in the centre of Bradford which was earmarked for a shopping centre project, but then deferred in October 2009, due to the recession, for at least five years. Work on the brownfield site was ceased and it was boarded up. The site was considered an eyesore by many local people and as a result the site security hoardings attracted a range of inspiring community murals calling for some action to make better use of the land. To take something positive forward a local partnership was brokered by the Development Trusts Assocation between the developer, Bradford Council and a local community arts group called FABRIC, to create something out of the site before work for the shopping centre began again.

What changes are being made? Work is ongoing (as of July 2010) to transform the building site into a green oasis. The owners Westfield are installing walkways, green spaces and lighting before finally removing the hoardings to allow public access. 

What activities will take place? Consultation is underway with community, cultural and business groups in the city about the interim use of the landscaped site. Local arts development agency Fabric are working on artworks, installations, murals, sculptures and garden features intended to make the site attractive and give local people using it a sense of ownership. There are also plans for activities and events, including live music, theatre and films.
What is the land transaction status? The developers agreed that Bradford City Council could lease the land under a Meanwhile Agreement for a peppercorn rent. The agreement was made in March 2010 to develop four acres of the site. A total of £300k funding (shared equally between the Council, Yorkshire Forward, and Westfield) has been granted to allow the creation of the Bradford Urban Garden. FABRIC then has a service level agreement with the council to ‘animate’ the space with cultural and community activities. 
 

Any land issues: After local campaigns to do something with the site, it took six months of negotiations before the meanwhile lease agreement was reached and the funding agreed. However, the negotiations were handled relatively smoothly.

 

All parties are clear that the responsibilities for maintenance and restoration are set out in the lease.

Further Information

See the following link from the Meanwhile Project website: 

www.meanwhile.org.uk/showcase/bradford-urban-garden
